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December 1, 2010
Dear Burundians members of our communities across the USA,

Dear friends,

We hope you had a great summer and a great Fall, getting ready for the Spring, and soon a new year.  The Board of Directors of the United Burundian American Community Association, Inc (UBACA) is very pleased to be among the first to wish you Happy Holidays and extend to you and your family the best wishes for the coming year 2011.  May the year be filled with success, peace and tranquility.

We would like to take a moment and talk a little bit about what we don’t often talk about: what UBACA, Inc has accomplished and how it has been accomplished. Many of you have a general picture of the many achievements of your organization but wonder how in the world such great goals could be reached without any special financing! 
· A poor single mom who dies in a crash accident leaving behind hopeless and crying orphans looking at nobody else than your goodwill for a minute of human warmth; 

· A Burundian brother looking at the four walls of his jail wondering whether his only offense is his language barrier and suddenly released thanks to the Burundian solidarity;

· Tens of families with members killed by gangs or in all sort of circumstances suddenly finding comfort from an unknown Burundian brother or sister through a common letter and a check from UBACA headquarters 
· A crying baby in the dust of the destroyed Haiti getting a glass of milk from an unknown Burundian in US

· A mother in Kirundo smiling one more time at the sight of a free bag of beans from the helping hand of you Burundian-Americans  

· A bored teenager in the remote towns of Colorado dancing one more time at the thundering sound of “Abatimbo” during your Duteramane, the popular national Burundian-American fest

· A victim of malpractice who relies to nobody else than the powerful advocacy of UBACA, Inc

· A Burundian somewhere in Tennessee who goes to our website www.ubaca.org and learns the driving rules and skills straight in his/her language, Kirundi.

· A Burundian-American community represented on a national level whose Board of Directors work day and night to ensure that its voice and concerns are heard at every level of government, from Washington DC to localities…
And how and who does all this and more?
To be honest, on one hand, we must admit how impressed and grateful we are at the spirit of humanity and understanding some of you have demonstrated to our 4 or so calls we made for special support (Kirundo/Muyinga famine - around $10,000 collected and donated, Tragedy in Tucson Arizona with the van accident victims - around $1,100 collected and donated, tragedy in Phoenix with the family whose 2 children were murdered – about $600, and the Haiti Earthquake relief – around $250).

We would like to inform every Burundian-American who donated during these fundraising calls that every single penny donated has been reached its destination.  As the Executive Committee of UBACA, Inc we are very proud at how the board of Directors has handled these funds and upheld the pledge to give all the funds raised to the specific cause. 

UBACA, Inc has never made one single fundraising for its own operations. Perhaps this may arguably be a strategic error we may have made, but we have assumed this knowing that many of our members were having a tough time during this great economic recession.

Now, we want to be as honest and transparent as possible. UBACA, Inc. has done all these great things like the ones cited above thanks to the very few people who believe in the power of association in this country if any community like ours has to thrive in this society.  

On the other hand, we must say that we are very disappointed by the many Burundian-Americans who have successfully integrated into this great American society but who don’t care about anything happening to their fellow Burundian-Americans.  Of course, this is a free country, and anyone has a life to live. But we can’t understand how anybody born in Burundi and knowing the situation in which we were raised, the poorest country in the world, with 90% of Burundians thrown into this country unable to read or write English or even write their own names… and still they can’t even shake a hand to the new poor Burundian refugee on the other side of the town!  

We are sorry, we are just writing words straight from our heart and we’ve never attended any fundraising school. We mean what we are writing here and we know this is the first time ever UBACA makes this call: your financial support to UBACA, Inc is needed more than ever. There is so much to deal with and yet so little means available. And whether we are in the leadership or not, we will still believe in a national association to advocate for us. We know this for a fact. Why give somewhere else when your own people is facing such challenges you can hardly imagine! We are afraid the few men and women who have been working so hard for all of these achievements to happen may start becoming tired, they need your helping hand. If you don’t believe in what you are reading here, just call us and we will give you some heartbreaking facts.
In January 2011, about three months from now, you’ll be filing for your tax return.  Chances are you’ll owe money to Uncle Sam because you have few or no dependents and no deductible amounts.  Yet, UBACA needs your financial help in order to help our community better.  It is true, by paying your taxes, you fulfill your citizenship duty; you are a productive member of the community and your taxes contribute to the betterment of lives at local, state or federal level.  However, you can also directly donate deductible money to your association to enable it to carry out its projects within the Burundian community.  As a member of the Burundian community, we believe you could show effective support by giving directly to UBACA, Inc.  Your donation is tax deductible because UBACA is an incorporated not for profit organization.   We therefore urge you to consider giving generously to UBACA, Inc.

UBACA is very transparent in its management of its funds.  We promise to use the money for activities that benefit the community.  As you know, these have included, among others, organizing an annual picnic, maintaining a website, outreach to sister organization and support in emergencies. 

It’s easy to donate:  Visit our website www.ubaca.org and click on donate.  You’ll be able to print a receipt as a proof for your tax deductible donation.  Please be generous. 

Yours sincerely,

Oscar Niyiragira, President
Methode Ndikumana, Vpresident

Marie Therese Ndikumana, Executive Secretary

Hamenyimana Ramadhani, Treasurer.
Little by little we’ll build a bright future
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